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the literature of ‘the English race. Equally’ 
important in'M. Tarxe’s ‘book is the notion,’ | 


not’ HOWE, Or, ‘a8 we believe, sonider, that | 


ire is but the éxpression of the gute 
age in- which it is produced—a 


t fanciful theory 25 Up ape ’ 
p will show to be irrecongilable,|, 


with, fact. . M. Taine, hoyever.is 90. wedded 
to it.that bis work is almost as much a nis~ 


tory of the English people and of Hagland 


aa it is of English literature. 
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i the carly part of thie work is the’ a 


brief and pangeut 


hitherto beet of ho. very great value. ‘The | * 


diffétente between Fronch and Anglo-Saxon’ 
thought, moral tone and stand- 

: is so great that there could be. 

or-at least no spontaneous sympathy 
between. the two peoples in their literary. 


expression, or in: any esthetic manifestation: a 


of national character. Hence a mutual re- 


pugnance, which, however, has been much}: ; 


grenter(on. the’‘French side than on the 
English, «For although’the English nature 
(im WhiGh'We nitist, for our present purpose, 
inolide' What’ 'is’ called the “Arsri- 


mia morally constrained: and exclu- f 


it Ya intellectually open, free and 
chaniéatile, while on the other. hand. the 


English 
coarse life, etill: 


rains nad popular instincts Te 
Fi elemen » 
nobie i 


French, natare is morally unconstrained and ie 


receptive, but is intellectually, and particu- | 


larlysin: literature and art, diaposed-to teat 
excellence’ by fixed standards and estab- 
lished rules, Consequently, although French 
morals anid social ‘life’ have always been re- 
garded BY’ Englishmen ‘with somettiing like 
avermon (or dread, French anthors and 


very high and generous appreciation; but 

mén, indifferent or.cynical upen, the; 
subject of English morals, have regardedthe 
works of English authors with cold distaste. 
It isvenly: within the last generation that. 
French: men-of-letters: have regarded Engp- 
lish: itegsture ab othe? or better than the} 
rade’‘find' itrégdlar ‘production of «people 
who, with’ ‘ell thew yee! of material” 

were in esthetic development nbt- yet, 
seat @, the rank of éemi-barbarians, 
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REY, whom he-calla.an English PetrarcH: 
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‘In fact; like--Prrraron, the *old- 

est of the humanists and the, earliest exact 
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